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Interactin' with the world wrestling federation 





TALKIN” 


There is no 
time limit! 
rld Wrestling 
Federation Magazine 
a is a no-time- 
limit no-holds-barred, 
communicative channel 
you can connect 
with the Federation any 
day or night in order to 


fsläm us with your 
opinions and views! 


We” ned up the ring 
ropes E offer you many 
lines st communication. 
r it be by fax, 
hone, e-mail or post 
e, our cauliflower ears 
are open to you 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week! So, 
don't be a ham-n-egger!!! 
Spill your ideas and voice 
your opinions—WE WANT 
TO HEAR 'EM! 


How to reach us" 
For subscription questions, 
orders, 
renewals and 
change-of-address 
requests, 
call 614-375-2321. 
Y 
To reach the editor, 
use any of the methods 
listed below: 


FAX'your comments, 
questions and 
gestions to: 
3-359-5118 


E-MAIL us at the following 
Internet address: 
WWEEDITORGAOL.COM 


| WRITE us at: 
World Wrestling 
Federation Magazine 
c/o Vince Russo, Editor 
P.O. Box 3859 
Stamford, CT 06905 
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i E-mail | 


i I am so glad Cactus Jack is 
i back for good! I hope Vince : 
McMahon doesn’t fire him : 
because of all the crazy : 
things he does! But why : 
would Terry Funk decide to : 
i come back to the World 
Wrestling Federation carry- 
ing-a chainsaw with panty- 
i hose on his head? Also, 
i after what they did to each 
i other at the Я 
do you think Vince would let : 
i them fight each other in а: 
i barbed wire match? 
Terry Sombach 

i jsombach@sprintnet.ca E 








i Dear Terry, 
i As Mick Foley himself would : 
i tell you, “How a grown man : 
i сап actually believe that he 
is somebody else—is beyond : 
me!!!” Personally, I never : 
i thought Га see the day that £ 
i Cactus Jack and Terry. 
jum... Chainsaw Charlie 
would fight on the same : 
i side—let alone in the World ; 
i Wrestling Federation! Could 
ia barbed wire match be far | 
behind? Here it comes— 
i ANYTHING can happen 
ріп the World Wrestling 
i Federation!!! 

THE EDITOR 
















Letter 


Ы. 
After watching a recent 
RAW IS WAR, I am very 
disappointed in Mark Henry 
for turning on Ken Sham- 
rock and joining the Nation 
of Domination. Personally, 
I think he should have 
stayed on the same path 
and kept wearing the 
“Rocky Sucks” T-shirt! But 
now that he is in the Nation, 


i why doesn’t Faarooq seem 


to like him very much? 
Mark might still be a rookie, 


i but if I were Faarooq I'd be 
i happy to have him protect- 


ing me! 


i PJ Benson 
i Boston, Massachusetts 


Dear PJ, 


i Obviously Faarooq was not 


pleased with Mark Henry's 
Selection into the Nation of 
Domination—because he was 
not part of the vote! “The 
Rock" made the call on his 
own and failed to let the 
leader of the Nation in on 


i his little secret. 
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E-mail 
Dear Editor, 


| Letter 


Although you had an i 
article in the February issue į 


of the 


the New Age Outlaws, why 
haven't they gotten more 
recognition in the past? 
They are the greatest tag 
team champions in the 
history of the Federation! 
For example, they threw 
Dude Love off the stage, 
locked Mankind in a meat 
locker, but best of all they 
cost the Legion of Doom the 
gold! Hopefully now you will 


World Wrestling : 
Federation Magazine about | 





i years? Can't the champion 


recognize that Billy and : 
Road Dog are fit to be printed į 
in your magazine because ; 
they аге as “Badd Ass” ав: 


they want to bel 
The Goon 
thegoon@geocities.com 


Dear Goon, 

At this point I couldn’t 
agree with you more. The 
New Age Outlaws had a lot 
to prove to a lot of people— 
and they accomplished that 
feat with flying colors? Are 
they one of the best tag 
teams of all time? Only time 
will tell! 

THE EDITOR 


$ 
ШВ nord wrestling Aeration Magazine 


Dz 
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Dear Editor, i 
I just got my February 1998 : 
issue of the World Wrestling : 
Federation Magazine, and I 
have a question about the 
“Ten Years of. Tussles” 
article. Im 1990, then- 
Federation-Champion Hulk 
Hogan competed in the 
Royal Rumble battle royal 
itself, which he went on to 
win. But to my knowledge 
that was the last time the 
champion competed in the 
Rumble match. Why have 
the rules changed in recent 


still compete in it? Maybe : 
the Federation officials 
should make new rules: 
about that as it would add 





i some more excitement to i 


i the Rumble. f 


1 Diego Cortez 
: Bayamon, Puerto Rico 














Dear Diego, 
Currently, there is no “set” 
rule stating whether 
the World Wrestling 
Federation Champion 
can or cannot par- 
ticipate in the Royal 
Rumble—it is entirely 
at his discretion. 

THE EDITOR 
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г, 
І enjoy he article on Ken 
Shamrock in the February 
issue of World Wrestling 
Federation Magazine, and 
after watching some of his 
title matches lately, I think 
it's time to stop outside 
interference from ruining 
his shots at gold! In my 
opinion, Shamrock should be 
both the Federation and 
Intercontinental Champion 
right now! Why not start 





: octagon matches like Ken 
¿used to have in the UFC? 
i Then there wouldn't be any- 
i one to Save Shawn Or Rocky! 


Barry Tipolo 


: Montreal, Quebec, Canada 


i Dear Barry 


EXCELLENT ideal! I strong- 
ly believe that it's just a 


¿matter of time before the 
¿ World Wrestling Federation 


is introduced to the octagon. 
My bet? WrestleMania XV. 
THE EDITOR 
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TURNBUCKLE 


„ompiete Mayhem As ТІ 
Federation Invades E 


The opening to RAW IS WAR says it all... reaching all four corners of the world! By the end of 
“Іп over 100 countries, in seven different languages, 1998, Federation programming will reach televisions in 

to more than a half billion viewers each week... the Latin America, the Far East and Eastern Europe as well! 
World Wrestling Federation—the worldwide leader in Recently, the “big time” also earned the title of number 
sports-entertainment!” one television programming in the world and is seen 
The international popularity the Federation enjoys overseas on such major networks as the Armed Forces 

continues to grow on а stations, SkyTV in Europe and StarTV in Asia 
global basis— The Federation held its first international live event in 
England in 1991 on television and since 
then has held over 300 events in 25 
countries across the globe, including 
Germany, Kuwait and South Africa. 
The tour agenda for 1998 includes: 
Scotland, Switzerland, Ireland and 
Austria among others! And in April, 
the Federation heads back to Europe 
for a week-long tour of England 
and Germany! 

On April 4, the “big time” will 

kick off the tour with “Mayhem 
Tam Gore. Problem in Manchester" at the NEC, 
With That?! 3 the largest indoor arena in 
Birmingham, England. Tickets 
sold out for the event months in 
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LIVE! advance, and the only way fans 
Saturday will get to see the spectacular is 
April 4, 1998 by owning a ticket! Then on 
BPM April 5, the superstars will travel 
4 چ‎ to Germany to begin a four-day 
NYNEX й invasion of Deutschland. Starting 
ARENA in Oberhausen on the fifth, 


Federation live events will be 
held in Berlin on the sixth and 
Halle on the seventh before say- 
ing good-bye to their international 
fans with an event in Hamburg 
on the April 8. 
Indeed, the Federation not 
4 4 only plans to push the envelope 
of creativity in 1998, but the 
frontiers of touring globally 
as well! 
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ve Artist! 


Everyone who watches RAW IS 
WAR each week knows that 
due to their controversial antics, 
Shawn Michaels and the rest of 
D-Generation X sometimes draw 
harsh criticism. However, during a 
recent week-long guest celebrity 
appearance on the popular game 
show Pictionary, fans also found 
out the Heartbreak Kid can “draw” 
while competing on another type 
of canvas just as well! 

The show, hosted by actor Alan 
Thicke, features two teams made 
up of contestants and celebrities. 
The object is for each side to guess 
what the person is depicting on the 


canvas, but the trick is that the 
artist can’t say a word! 

During the five-day period, 
Michaels joined fellow celebrities 
Darius McCrary (Eddie on Family 
Matters), Charles Perez (host of 
Inside Edition), Elisa Donovan 
(Elisa from Clueless) and Tonight 
Show with Jay leno announcer Ed 
Hall! Although Shawn’s team came 
up on the short end of the competi- 
tion during the week, the DX mem- 
ber had a blast showing off his 
artistic ability by drawing a variety 
of objects, including houses and 
fish—at least that's what we think 
they were! 


Photo: Michael Yarish. 


“Stone Cold, you can ask anyone in the locker room or anyone | ran 
out of here down south—the Heartbreak Kid lies down for NO ONE! 


Vi beat 
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WrestleMania XIV, because Shawn Michaels says so!” 
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20—Pitlsburgh, PA 





21—Rosemont, IL 





22—New York, NY (MSG), 





29—Boston, MA (WRESTLEMANIA XIV) 





30—Albany, NY (RAW IS WAR) 





1—Syracuse, NY (RAW IS WAR) 
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April 


4—Manchester, UK 


5—Oberhausen, GER 


Т 
: 
5 
9 
3 





7—Halle, GER 


8—Hamburg, GER 


13—Philadelphia, PA (RAW IS WAR) 





14—Nassau, NY (RAW IS WAR) 


15—Scranton, PA 


16—Hershey, PA 
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DO SOMETHIN’ WITH YA-SELF! 


| Since assuming the responsibilities of 
| editor-in-chief of RAW Magazine in 
January, self-described “New Yawker” 
Vic Venom has taken great pride in 
exterminating the “fluff” of the Titan 
“brass” while at the same time making 
j RAW the fastest growing wrestling pub- 
lication in the world. 

Despite his vast success, Vic won't 
stop until RAW is in the hands of every 
mature wrestling fan who has two 
eyes and a brain. As a result, the no- 
nonsense journalist has taken his cause 
to a commercial which has been airing 
recently during various Federation programming. 

Not only do we get an earful from Vic in the spot, but viewers catch a 
glimpse di some of the controversial articles and eye-opening photos 
some of the Titan “brass” don’t want you to see! For example, in the April 
issue of RAW, are Cactus Jack and Chainsaw Charlie destined to obliter- 
ate each other? When will the carnage between the Undertaker and 
Kane come to an end? And check out EXCLUSIVE photos of a match that 
NEVER aired on television in which Shawn Michaels beat Marty Jannetty 
for the Intercontinental Title in June 1993! 

In order to get the uncensored articles and photos real wrestling fans 
want to see and to subscribe to RAW Magazine, Venom tells viewers, 
“Go do somethin’ with ya-self... send da cash!” 

Vic's response to seeing the commercial for the first time: “Damn... am 
Га looker or what?” 

To order RAW Magazine, call (815) 734-1161, or to receive 12 
issues of both the World Wrestling Federation Magazine and RAW send 
a check or money order for $29.97 (68% off the newsstand price) to: 


Wr 
P.O. Box 379 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 





RAW Magazine is also available at the official online merchandise 
site of the Federation: http://shopzone.wwf.com 
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ҰҒ UNFORGIVEN: In Your House 


Be one of the first 3,000 to receive a special gift from the World 
Wrestling Federation when you send in proof of purchase of 


magazine and our web site to learn more about 








UNFORGIVEN: In Your House. Check out the A^ issue of the 
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April 26—/n Your House (Greensboro, NC) 
May 31—In Your House (Milwaukee, WI) 
June 28—King of the Ring (Pittsburgh, PA) 






HOW TO ORDER PAY-PER-VIEW 










Call your local cable company. Your cable operator will have 
specific information on how to order and the cost of each event. 
You can also check your last month's cable bill for a special 
ordering phone number for your system's pay-per-view events. 







For satellite dish reception, via the larger 
C-Band dishes, call: 
Prime Time 24 —1-800-989-7526 






For direct satellite reception, via the smaller 
KU-Band dishes, call: 

Direct TV — 1-800-347-3288 

1) All events ore on Sunday at 7pm ET. 

2) Replays for all In Your House events at 10pm ET. 


3) Encores for all five other events are the 
Tuesday following the event. 


The times of the encores are 8pm and 11pm ET. 












Rumor has it that in or 
to pick up the dozens of proi 
tions across the United States 


to that post? Nothing less th 
the biggest antenna he could fi 
in all the South! 
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Welcome Back, 


Quebecers, Eh! 


On a recent episode of RAW IS WAR, 
former three-time World Wrestling 
Federation Tag Team Championship 
duo the Quebecers returned to the 
“big time”. That night, Jacques 
Rougeau and Pierre Lafitte faced the 
tandem of Cactus Jack and Chainsaw 
Charlie, and accomplished perhaps 
what no team before them could when 
they took the extreme punishment of 
their opponents and handed it right 
back to them! Not only did the 
Quebecers walk out with the victory 
over Charlie and Cactus, but they also 
re-established themselves on the road 
to gold as well! 3 

Jacques began his career in the Federation in the mid-80s along 
with brother Raymond (now a member of the French broadcasting 
team) as the "Fabulous Rougeau Brothers". In August 1987, the 
brother combo—under the managerial guidance of Jimmy Hart— 
defeated the Hart Foundation for the Tag Team Title. However, the 
decision was later reversed, and the Rougeaus had to give back 
the gold. After Raymond left the squared circle to pursue other 
interests, Jacques claimed an Intercontinental Title reign as "The 
Mountie". After dropping the belt, Pierre joined the Rougeau 
family member to form the Quebecers, and the duo beat the 
Steiner Brothers, Men On a Mission and the 1-2-3 Kid and Marty 
Jannetty for their reigns. 

Along with their many successes 
in the United States, the Rougeau 
family name is legendary in their 
Û home country of Canada. Jacques’ 
father, Jacques Sr., was a well- 
respected and accomplished athlete 
during his heyday in the Great White 
North. As a result, the Rougeaus 
were virtually unstoppable as home- 
town favorites when the Federation 
toured Conada, and Jacques car- 
tied on that attitude with Pierre as 
they gained fame in the 90s. Now 
that the Quebecers are back in 
the Federation, they fully intend to 
continue that tradition! 
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Just a few weeks before the 1997 Survivor Series, 
Team USA was at a severe disadvantage going into 
the November Pay-Per-View event against Team 
Canada. Not only were Vader, Goldust and Marc 
Mero far from a cohesive unit, but they were also 
lacking a fourth member to round out their squad due 
to an injury suffered by the Patriot. Amid the chaos 
which plagued America's side, newcomer Steve 
Blackman stepped in and filled that vacancy on the 
November 3 episode of RAW IS WAR. 

Following a "Dog Collar" 
match that resulted 
in members of Team 
Canada viciously maul- 
ing Vader, the then 
unknown competitor E 
cleared the ringside 
barrier—a move for which 
he was later detained by 
authorities—and unleashed 
a flurry of thrust kicks on 
the Colorado native’s 
attackers. Within seconds, 
the pack of wolves were 
sent scurrying and thanks to 
Blackman, Vader escaped 
serious injury. Just a few 
hours later it was announced 
that the Mastodon would grant 
this third degree black belt a spot 
on Team USA at Survivor Series. 

The following weekend, 
Blackman and Vader appeared to 
be the only supporting cast of 
the American movement, as 
Mero—and most notably 
Goldust—had serious atti- 
tude problems going into 


STEVE BLACKMA 












SE 
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the brawl. Unfortunately, the Annville, Pennsylvania 
native was the first to be eliminated from the match 
due to a countout, leaving the mighty Mastodon at 
odds with Goldust—and a subsequent team break- 
down. The Americans would ultimately lose the match, 
but Blackman had his first taste of what it would take 
to make it in the World Wrestling Federation. 

During his second bout on the December 15 
episode of RAW IS WAR, fans were able to get a 
better look at the athletic prowess of this newcomer as 
he took on Jose Castillo of Los Boricuas, The Latino 
faction attempted to intimidate their foe prior to the 
contest, but years of discipline helped Blackman to 
remain focused on the task at hand. After 
wearing down Castillo's back with his 
precise martial arts techniques, this 
rookie got the win with a powerful 
German suplex. 

After an impressive start in the 
Federation, wrestling pundits are 

already comparing this chiseled 
athlete to the likes of Ken Shamrock. 
Jim Ross would later comment on RAW 
15 WAR that the newcomer would 
undoubtedly excel in the Ultimate 
Fighting world if given the 
opportunity. Thanks in part to a 
growing arsenal of offensive 
weapons and the intensive 
training he undergoes at 
the martial arts academy 
he owns and runs in 
his hometown, 
Blackman is gain- 
ing a reputation as 
a genuine “lethal 
weapon” in the 
Federation. WF 
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li You Want w Break It Down... 


With WrestleMania XIV just 
weeks away, the World Wrestling 
Federation is at a fever pitch. 
Currently, business is the hottest 
it’s been since the heyday of 
Hulkamania. From live shows to 
merchandise to television ratings, 
the Federation has once again 
become the darling of advertising 
executives across the whole damn 
country!!! 

On paper, there’s a lot to 
contribute to the explosive resur- 
gence. Immediately, you'd have to 

о to Stone Cold Steve Austin. Let's 
ace it—righ! now the guy is the 
hottest commodity that this RE 
has witnessed since the Ultimate 
Warrior burst upon the scene in the 
late 80s. Back that up with the ugly 
feud between the Undertaker and 
Kane and you've got the main 
ingredients to make magic. The 
main ingredients, but in my opinion 
not the MAIN INGREDIENT!!! 

That spice comes in the form of 
two letters: DX. 

Who would ever have thought 
that two letters would change the 
face of this business forever?! Who 
would have ever imagined that 
three individuals would have the 
ability to alter a profession that was 
born icons before they were?! | can 
hear James E. Cornette right about 
now: “What about Flair? What 
about Flair!” Hey, take nothing 
away from Slick Ric, he clearly had 
impact on the wrestling business— 
but he didn't change it. Shawn 
Michaels, Hunter Hearst-Helmsley 
and Chyna did. They smashed the 
mold—then creatively rebuilt it. In 


hindsight, it was a makeover that 
may have saved the industry. 

Have you seen that Apple 
computer commercial? The one 
about the great ones who changed 
the course of the world, only to 
be looked upon as loudmouths, 
troublemakers and misfits?! Well, 
D-Generation X is all those things. 
Brash, arrogant, obnoxious, 
conceited, stuck up and most 
important—!@#$% BRILLIANT!!! 

| dare anybody to match intelli- 
gence with these guys... and gal. 
It’s just not possible. DX is a variety 
show, from beginning to end. 
Unpredictable, entertaining and 
104$% HILARIOUS!!! In my 
opinion, they're not far from the 
best thing on television right now, 
and as soon as Jerry's run is over— 
THEY WILL BE!!! 

Whether you want to or not— 
and whether THEY want me to or 
not—you've got to compare them to 
the New World Order. On one 
hand, with the NWO you've got a 
bunch of old guys trying to act 
young—drawing straws to deter- 
mine which idiot is going to paint 
his face this week to imitate another 
idiot who stole his gimmick from a 
movie. Now then, stand that next to 
a live game of strip poker, a tussle 
with a Bret Hart midget, the ol’ 
rubber leg routine straight from the 
Little Rascals and kidz—the ol’ men 
ain't got a leg to stand on (pardon 
the pun)!!! And that’s without even 
mentioning a hearse full of strippers 
and, of course, my favorite 
episode—"S*CK THE СООК!!!” 
Meanwhile, Bret and the “Natch” 


are reciting Shakespeare on the 
other channel—DX is telling the 
legendary William: “You're old— 
you're boring—nobody cares—and 
by the way, S*CK IT!!!" 

But they wouldn't be great with- 
out their critics. 

From birth DX has been spurned 
even by the very company they 
are handing ratings to on a silver 
platter. | even had a Titan executive 
ask me, “Do they have to say S*CK 
IT?! That's so offensive." Yeah, 
idiot, only problem is... PEOPLE 
LOVE TO BE OFFENDED!!! If they 
didn't, Beavis & Butthead would 
have been aborted before they had 
the chance to see the light of day!!! 
Weeks later, after Triple H cut a 
promo questioning the authenticity 
of Ric Flair's hair color and his 
manhood, the same Titan genius 
said to me, “That promo did not sell 
us one ticket!” Right again, Albert 
E., but DX isn't in the business of 
selling single tickets... THEY'RE IN 
THE BUSINESS OF SELLING OUT 
full: |@#$% ARENAS!!!! 

You know, the problem with 
people like Mr. Titan is simple— 
THEY JUST DON'T GET IT!!! 
D-Generation X is so far beyond 
what others perceive rasslin' "should 
be" that those caught in the time 
warp just aren't capable of grasping 
the concept. Let's face it, these 
guys—and gal... are simply ahead 
of their time! But hey, it's okay if you 
don't smell the coffee because... 
IT'S ONLY A MATTER OF TIME 
BEFORE THE COOK SPILLS THE 
HOT JAVA IN YOUR !@#$% LAP!!! 

P.S. S*CK IT!!! 
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he insults... painful, stabbing words that 
were all true. The man known as Salvatore 
Sincere—the less-than-honest athlete who 
proclaimed love for us all—had become a 
joke. The crowd knew it and they let Sal have it. 
Soon after the opening bell rang, everyone knew it 
would be Sincere's opponent who would have his 
hand raised. The losing began to take its toll on 
the man who was absorbing all the defeats— 
Tom Brandi. 

One night Brandi had a weight the size of the 
world lifted off his shoulders, while absorbing 
humiliation E = "Marvelous" Mare 





05 m + 





being in the same 
as the former Golden 6 
champion. Not only did 
world that Sal Sincere's гі 
Tom Brandi, but he referred 
veteran as a “jobber”—an 
a habitual loser. 

Those of us who know 
rassed for him, knowing tl 
pushed the proud nativé 
Pennsylvania, to the brę 
told me on more than ong 


in Brandi's career. 
infamous moniker 
Tom turned pain, 








kick, Brandi foughi ta anc ing. Instantly his self- 
respect returned a \ 
jobber поуу212” Tom Br 

With his confi 


ed and the wini 
wi 
| had been a champ reer, 
| particularly in ib h island nation's top 
al occasions. Many stry experts wondered why ^ 
e Brandi remained in the World Wrestling Federation 
ring through the year-and-a-half-long losing streak. “It was 
ream," says Brandi. 
ember Wien | was 5 years old, my father started 
mal o the TV tapings in Allentown b 
ylvania] and I would dream about >” 
y Belg a star in the World Wrestlini b 
hen | got here | couldn't believe it... TY 
is losing all the time, | felt awful. | never wanted to quit 
| could win here... and now | am." 
is know now that they are stepping in the ring with a | 
ngerous athlete who is in fantastic condition and in the 
prime of his career. With emphasis being placed on the future stars 
of the Federation, Brandi has a terrific opportunity to make his 
| dreams of championships in the World Wrestling Federation a reality. 


n i 


Many of Tom's opponents will be 
athletes he considers friends, as Brandi 
is one of the most popular superstars 
in Federation locker rooms. Chances are 
good that a winning streak might 
dampen his popularity—for in the cut- 
throat world behind the scenes, perennial 
losers are not viewed as a threat. 
Certainly a pro like Brandi realizes this 
and enters his career renaissance with his 
eyes wide open. 

Despite the former Sincere's awareness 
of the potential pitfalls and a golden op- 
portunity to succeed with the Federation's 
focus on the future, Tom Brandi has to 
elevate his game to the next level. He 
can't be satisfied with simply winning 
rather than losing. He must gear his way 
of thinking toward championship gold. 
Title belts and Tom Brandi are no 
strangers, but any Federation superstar 
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EL. ning and winning dedu 
At six feet, three inches tall and 270 E pe Brandi is a 
rare combination of strength and agility, with a dedicated work | 
ethic and a wealth of knowledge from a lifetime of experience. 
With all those traits experts wondered why he ever po the man 
who often dropped the ball. Regardless of the reas: 
the horrific streak and lived to tell about | 
Brandi will be a work in progress witho 
renewed confidence. That success can only co! 
| The World Wrestling | Federation has alw 
force for the p ‚man who. Kaa ор \ 
Sammartino апі геатіп опе x 
his fellow cd je Mr 
effort for future su 
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eality, it was nothing more than 
am. The ol’ game of one-on-one 
AF? ween Julius Erving and Michael 
Aus Jordan. Yeah, it would be nice... but 
aoe Mike” it just ain't gonna happen. 
Folks, THIS 15 HAPPENING!!! 






"WHAT IF Stone Col 
came face-to-face 
Tyson. 
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When Stone Cold Steve Austin and "Iron Mike” 
Tyson came face-to-face in Fresno, California, on 
January 19—the dream sequence of all dream 
sequences was unfolding right before our very eyes. 
The rattlesnake. The pit bull. Two immovable objects... 
something had to give 

And... something will. 

In a few short weeks on March 29 at WrestleMania 
XIV, two worlds will collide when Tyson and Austin 
share the same “territory” at the FleetCenter in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Territory. That’s what it all comes down to. 
Who's man enough to stand his ground. Who's going to 
give his. No stage has ever been better set. Perhaps two 

of the most controversial figures of 

our time will cross paths to 
‚determine supremacy. It’s 
real simple: WHO IS 
THE BADDEST?! 


“Iron Mike” Tyson. Stone Cold Steve Austin. 

One planet. 

One man. 

But can either steal the "show" from the "stopper" 
himself. 

In the middle of it all is perhaps the greatest 
World Wrestling Federation Champion of all time, 
Shawn Michaels. The “Main Event.” The “Icon.” 
The “Champion.” The man who holds the gold that 
Stone Cold Steve Austin wants. And the man 
who respects NO MAN... not even boxing's 
best. 

WrestleMania XIV. 

Anything can 
happen... 
and... 
anything 
will. wz 
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By Bill Banks 


here's something to be said for a man who holds 
the future in his hands. Very few people can truly 
say they were close enough to the threshold of 
greatness and found a way to break through the 
boundaries. A select few make the proper decisions, while 
others wonder what could have been if they had done 
something differently. They wake up to nothing and the 
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But will Chain — , 
be denied his 





Born 








walls move in a little bit tighter each time they think about 
it. If only they could go back and do it all over again— 
maybe have pushed themselves a little harder or kicked in 
the door of opportunity instead of just knocking on it. 
Unlike those who have fallen by the wayside, there's 
something that stands out about Chainz and what his 
future holds. He has this imposing light around him, and 
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there ever arises a point when defending 8-Ball 
and Skull might result in consequences that 
could smother his destiny, a decision must be 
made whether to join them in the flames or sever 
the damaging ties and rise above the carnage. 
Surely, standing by their side in a time of need is 
an oath which cannot be broken in the testament 
of a biker—but there's no way to wrap your 
hands around fate's throat when both fists are 
busy defending another man's fortune. 

This "all for one and one for all" ethic among 
- bikers is sometimes blown into a stereotype by 
. outsiders not familiar with their ways. No doubt 
there’s a perception by many people that motor- 
cyclists are intent on gang-like activity and have 
. little or no motivation to enhance their skills to 
the benefit of society. Despite the pure aggres- 
sion of bikers depicted іп ‘the movies, most are 
morally sound human beings who choose to 
pursue their own goals dnd go wherever the 
road might lead; Chainz simply enjoys the best 
of both worlds—spending time with his brother- 
hood on the open highway gives way to a pure 
and gifted athlete inside the squared circle. 

Chainz’ seemingly пага Богт! leadership skills 
place him in a category far above the common 
“biker”, as beneath his Disciple gear lies a super- 
star who could one day be the centerpiece on the 










































pearance in the World Wrestling 
Federation that this biker wasn’t 
going to get so much as a 
scratch from the other factions. 
His temptation to defend his 
brotherhood of the Disciples of 
Apocalypse couldn't be denied, 
but things tend to get confused 
out in the trenches over time. 
Every man has a point when he 
must break from the battleground - 
to win his own wars—even 
Chainz. In other words, the time 
has come for him to know his | 
leading role and instead of 
wondering what could have 
been, there will simply be the 
realization of what will soon be. | 

Although there will always be | 
an undying allegiance to his 
brothers of the road, Chainz 
cannot be the caretaker to the 
legacy of the Disciples forever. If 
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crowded table of the Federation. What is most amazing 
is that after basking in the fellowship found on the road, 
he is able to harness the raw power of a 1000 c.c. 
engine and push himself like a demon possessed in the 
ring. Perhaps the only distraction in his rearview mirror 
while heading full throttle toward that bright skyline in 
the distance are 8-Ball and Skull—constant reminders of 
his responsibilities in the brotherhood. 

This is not to say that the twin members of D.O.A. 
are lesser athletes than Chainz, as nothing could be 
further from the truth. In fact, 8-Ball and Skull’s own 
destiny finds them a comfortable home in the tag team 
ranks, where gold will surely come their way in due 
time, In a field where cohesiveness is instrumental to at- 
taining the top prize, what other duo can claim they 
were literally conceived as one? Unfortunately, Chainz 
differs from his friends in that privilege—and will 


т. 


always remain “backup” if he chooses to help them іп 
their causes. In order for both sides to succeed, 8-Ball 
and Skull must realize how true they are to his friend- 
ship and cut him loose to go out on his own. 

On the open avenue of life, there are times when 
a decision must be made about what direction to take, , 
In those moments of clarity, you see what needs to be 
done and then execute without hesitation. The path that 
lies before Chainz is one his fellow Disciples should 
choose not to follow, as perhaps their potential for glory 
is found down another path. Not that their roads 
wouldn't intersect again, but for now Chainz' journey 
is one he must take alone—a ride which will no doubt 
require sunglasses as he stares into bright horizons. Wr 
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FAVORITE BAND: 
Metallica 


BIGGEST THRILL IN LIFE: 


The day I reached the 
pinnacle of wrestling and 
joined the World Wrestling 

Federation. 


Michael Jordan 


FAVORITE SPORT 
(BESIDES WRESTLING): 
Football 


FAVORITE ATHLETE: 


Michael Jordan 


FAVORITE TELEVISION SHOW: 
Being on the road so much, 
I don't get to watch much 
television. 


Most water sports, hunting 
and fishing 


FAVORITE FOOD: 
Steak 


FAVORITE FAST FOOD: 


Any burger joint that's open 
after midnight 


For every failure you have 
in life, you're one step closer 
to success, 


FAVORITE Actor: 


Tommy Lee Jones 


FAVORITE ACTRESS: 
Sandra Bullock 


FAVORITE MOVIE: 
Easy Rider 


FAVORITE VIDEO GAME: 
DOOM 


ІІ Couto Have Done 
[r Dirrerentiy, | WouL HAVE... 


Played more 
baseball and tried to get 
into the major leagues. 


Ima comedian. 


FAVORITE CARTOON CHARACTER: 


Road Runner 
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the World Wrestling Federation 

last December, Chainz stepped 
up and became the unofficial “leader” 
of the Disciples of Apocalypse. In sub- 
sequent matches with 8-Ball and Skull, 
he demonstrated incredible singles 
skills which many wrestling insiders 
claim will one day lead him to gold. 
This untapped talent was evident at 
the December 29 RAW JS WAR from 
Nassau, New York, as the Disciples 
took on Los Boricuas in a Long Island 
Brawl! Even with a four-on-three 
advantage, while Jose Castillo loomed 
on the outside, the Latino faction 
couldn't outmaneuver Chainz... 
and he ultimately fell victim to the 
biker and his "brotherhood". 


Fi: Crush’s departure from 















The Artist Formerly 
Known as Goldust 
vs. Vader 


JUST ^ @ LETTER WORD. 


“ә January 18, 1998 «San Jose Arena 
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referee's attention while Goldust rose from the mat and 
hurt his rival with a low blow. 

Moments later when Vader tried another Vader 
Bomb, Luna entered the ring and jumped on his back. 
| All but ignoring the interloper, the Mastodon climbed 
to the second rope with Luna clinging to him, pro- 
pelled himself backwards, crushed Goldust and scored 
an unconventional win. 





By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


till smarting from a sneak attack by the 
Artist Formerly Known as Goldust, Vader 
avalanched his opponent in the corner of 
the ring and then knocked him into Luna at ringside. 
When fhe competitors returned to the squared 
circle, though, Luna distracted Vader by reaching 
under the bottom rope and grabbing his foot, allow- 
ing the purple-haired curiosity to beat on his foe 
before humiliating him with a kiss. 
Vader regained the lead with a suplex, big 
splash and a clothesline. But when he went to the 
second rope for the Vader Bomb, Luna diverted the 

















Max Mini, Nova & Mosaic vs. 


Battalion, Tarantula & El Torito 



















ax Mini—the 83-pounder heralded as 
“the world's smallest athlete"—Uused the 
shapely special referee Sunny to turn 
the match in his team's favor in this contest featuring 
six of Mexico's premier mini superstars. At one point 
he charged at his opponents, and the guest 
official held him back. With Sunny grabbing his 
arms, Max pitched his feet upwards, kicking 

E ? down his opponents. 

AA Soon the match spilled to the arena floor, 
„ “== Mosaic cannonballed onto Battalion from the 
FRE 22345 Аб ring. Hoping to rescue his partner, El Torito 

E : delivered a plancha onto the pair. Others piled 
< =A У on until Nova wiped out the opposition by 
2* hopping from the apron onto the second rope and 
executing an Asai Moonsault onto the clutter of 

bodies at ringside. 

= 3 These fireworks notwithstanding, Max won ће 
A = match in traditional fashion—delivering a head- 
2- scissors to El Torito before cradling him for the 

three-count in the center of the ring and then 
celebrated by leaping into Sunny's arms. 
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ith his partners in the Nation 
of Domination nowhere in 
view, Maivia cheap-shotted 


- his opponent several times before 
Shamrock sent him flying to ringside 
with a karate kick. Maivia jumped back 
into the fight, clotheslining Shamrock in 
the corner. As the former Ultimate 
Fighting champion hurled himself at his 








Rocky Maivia 
(World Wrestling Federation 
Intercontinental Champion) 

vs. Ken Shamrock 


foe, “The Rock” grasped his 
adversary around the midsec- 
tion and dropped his neck 
across the top rope. 

Defying the chants of “Rocky 
Sucks” from the crowd, Maivia sur- 
prised his storied rival with a DDT 
just as Shamrock was starting to 
rally. Shamrock countered with 
a fireman's carry into a suplex, 
followed by a powerslam and 
hurricanrana. The Nation of 
Domination stormed the ring, 
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but Shamrock fought them off. 
Unfortunately for the World’s Most 
Dangerous Man, the distraction 
allowed Rocky to belt him with a pair of 
brass knuckles. Although Shamrock was 
only down for a two-count, Maivia 
managed to slip the weapon into his 
opponent's tights. 

Later, when Shamrock seemed to win 
the match—and the Intercontinental 
strap—with a belly-to-belly suplex, "The 
Rock" demanded that the referee check 
the victor's trunks. The official complied, 
found the brass knuckles and reversed 
the decision—prompting Shamrock to 
snap, suplex the referee and tap him out 
with an ankle lock. 
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The New Age Outlaws 


vs. The Legion of Doom 





ntagonizing the crowd by sporting Green Bay 

Packers’ jerseys—the local San Francisco 

49ers’ playoff opponents—the New Age 
| Outlaws, Road Dog Jesse James and Badd Ass Billy 
| Gunn, jumped their opponents at the bell. The Legion 
of Doom's Hawk—furious about having half his head 
shaved by the Outlaws several weeks earlier—rose to 
the challenge, hurling Gunn across the ring by his hair. 
But Road Dog took advantage of Animal’s sore back 
by Irish whipping him into the ringside steps and kick- 
ing him in the spine. 

When Hawk also found himself victimized at ring- 
side, Road Dog managed to handcuff him to the ring- 
post. Animal tried waging a one-man battle against his 
two foes, clotheslining both simultaneously at one 
| stage and powerslamming Gunn as he dove off the 
turnbuckles. The hearty competitor actually had Gunn 
tied up for the pin when Road Dog cracked a chair 
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(World Wrestling Federation Tag Team Champions) 











across his foe's lower back. Because of this, 
L.O.D. were awarded the contest via disqualifica- 
tion. But the New Age Outlaws kept their belts 
because titles can only change hands through a 
pinfall or submission. 

Animal was helpless as the Outlaws tortured 
him between the ropes—until Hawk snapped 
the handcuff off the ringpost and bashed both 
champions with a steel chair. 
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rior to the beginning of the 

match, 30 World Wrestling 

Federation superstars drew 
numbers. The men who picked num- 
bers one and two—Cactus Jack and 
his friend, Chainsaw Charlie—were 
the first to do battle in the contest. 
Every two minutes a bell would 
ring, signalling the entrance of the 
wrestlers who picked subsequent 
numbers, until 30 entered the ring 
for this free-for-all. According to the 
rules, the winner of the Rumble 
would gain a shot at the World 
Wrestling Federation Heavyweight 

















Championship at WrestleMania XIV. 

Despite their relationship, 
Chainsaw Charlie and Cactus Jack 
laced into each other. 

“Give it to me,” Charlie—better 
known as Terry Funk—demanded. 
Cactus Jack did as instructed, 
whacking his friend in the skull with 
a chair. Then Cactus handed the 
weapon to Charlie who swiftly de- 
posited it across his buddy’s cranium. 

When Tom Brandi—the third 
man picked for the Royal Rumble— 
entered, he was immediately cast 
out in order for Cactus Jack and 
Chainsaw Charlie to continue their 
brawl. Cactus set up two folding 
chairs in the middle of the ring, and 
suplexed Charlie across them. But 
when the fourth Royal Rumble par- 
ticipant—Rocky Maivia—tried tak- 
ing advantage of the situation, 
Cactus went to his friend's aid, 


dumping a garbage can 
over “The Rock’s” body 
and clanging the object 
with a chair. 

Yet, even when others 
came into the ring, Cactus 
and Chainsaw continued 
pummeling each other. 
Eventually, Cactus tied 
Chainsaw in the ropes 
and charged. Charlie 
ducked and Cactus Jack 
went flying onto the arena 
floor. Strangely enough, 
Cactus would later return 
as his alter ego, Mankind, and 
eliminate Chainsaw Charlie. 
After Mankind was vanquished he 
was replaced by his third alias, 
Dude Love. 

Another bit of intrigue centered 
on Owen Hart. As he made his way 
to the ring as the Royal Rumble's 
ninth entrant, he was jumped in the 
aisle by NWA North American 
champion Jeff Jarrett and manager 
Jim Cornette. Hart sank to the floor 
in a clump, seemingly unable to 
compete. |І was only when Jarrett's 
number was called that Owen 
injected himself into the contest, 
attacking his nemesis in the ring 
and tossing him out, 

Owen also had his problems 
with European Champion Hunter 
Hearst-Helmsley who was unable to 
take part in the match because of a 
leg injury. As Hart tangled against 
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Royal Rumble 
Match: 
Order of Entry 


. Cactus Jack 
. Chainsaw Charlie 
. Tom Brandi 
. Rocky Maivia 
. Headbanger Mosh 
. Phineas Godwinn 
. 8-Ball 
. Blackjack Bradshaw 
. Owen Hart 
. Steve Blackman 
. D-Lo Brown 
. Kurrgan 
. Marc Mero 
„ Ken Shamrock 
. Headbanger Thrasher 
. Mankind 
. The Artist Formerly 
Known as Goldust 
. Jeff Jarrett 
. Honky Tonk Man 
+ . Ahmed Johnson 
PER ) з . Mark Henry 
sk ê = „ Skull 
(Unable to compete) 
. Kama Mustafa 
24. Steve Austin 
25. Henry Godwinn 
26. Savio Vega 
27. Faarooq 
28. Dude Love 
29. Chainz 
30. Vader 


дочольом- 
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the ropes with Goldust, Triple H 
and Chyna taunted Owen from 
ringside. When Chyna tried strik- 
ing Hart with HHH’s crutch, Owen 
snatched the object. But Chyna 
tugged on the crutch, reeling Hart 
out of the ring. 

The sound of Stone Cold Steve 
Austin’s entrance music caused all 
action in the ring to stop, as the 





combatants looked toward the 
locker room curtain. But Austin 
shocked everyone by entering the 
ring through the crowd, blasting 
his foes from behind and quickly 
dispatching Marc Mero and 8-Ball 
to the locker room. 

Savio Vega entered the ring, 
choosing to bring the rest of Los 
Boricuas with him. Earlier the team 
had savaged Skull of the Disciples 
of Apocalypse before he left the 
locker room. Now they targeted 
Austin. Stone Cold fought boldly, 
getting rid of Savio's partners who 
were not entered in the Rumble 
match. Austin eventually ducked 
under a Vega thrust kick and elimi- 
nated Savio as well. 

Faarooq, the leader of the 
Nation of Domination, shocked 
fans by coming into the ring and 
swiftly going after his partners in 
the Nation of Domination, Rocky 
Maivia, D-Lo Brown and Kama 
Mustafa. Rocky, however, seemed 
more concerned with Austin. The 
pair pounded each other at ring- 
side and in the squared circle. The 
final four boiled down to Austin, 
Faarooq, Dude Love and "The 
Rock". Austin and Dude Love first 














teamed up to whip the Nation of 
Domination members into each 
other. Within seconds, Dude Love 
had the Mandible Claw on Austin. 
As the Rattlesnake broke free with 
a kick to the groin, Faarooq elimi- 
nated Love with a clothesline. 
Faarooq then swooped down on 
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1. Tom Brandi 16. 

2. Cactus Jack 17. Honky Tonk Man 

3. Headbanger Mosh 18. Headbanger Thrasher 

4. Steve Blackman 19. Kama Mustafa 

5. Kurrgan 20. Savio Vega 

6. Chainsaw Charlie 21. Vader 

7. Mankind 22. Henry Godwinn 

8. Jeff Jarrett 23. The Artist Formerly 

Ê 9. Ken Shamrock Known as Goldust 

р R 10. Owen Hart 24. Chainz 

11. Ahmed Johnson 25. Mark Henry 

12, Phineas Godwinn 26. Dude Love 

13. Marc Mero 27. Faarooq 


14. 8-Ball 28. Rocky Maivia 
15. Blackjack Bradshaw 


С ^ Winner: Stone Cold Steve Austin 


Austin, tying him up in the turnbuckles, ел E ` 


creating an opening for “The Rock” to 
reach down and flip his Nation partner 
over the corner. Maivia next pounded 
Austin with rights and lefts. Austin fired 
back, reversed a whip and hurled Rocky 
over the ropes. Maivia landed on the apron and walked right into a 
Stone Cold Stunner. As former heavyweight boxing champion Mike 
Tyson cheered along with the rest of the arena, Austin pitched Maivia 
onto the arena floor and gained an opportunity to snag the World 
Wrestling Federation Championship at WrestleMania XIV. 
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Casket Match: 


Shawn Michaels 
(World Wrestling Federation Champion) 


vs. The Undertaker 









he aim of this no-disqualification clash was 
sealing the loser in a casket, As the match 
picked up steam, Undertaker managed to 
put Shawn in the box, but the Heartbreak Kid 
held the lid open and tossed a handful of pow- 
der into the called eyes. Outside the ring, 
Michaels lifted the ring steps, dropped them on 
the Undertaker's kidneys and then piledrove the 
Man from the Dark Side on the steel stairway. 
But the champion was a touch overconfident 
after he hit the Undertaker with a flying elbow in 
the center of the ring and floored him with Sweet 
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Chin Music. He rolled Undertaker 
into the coffin and stood victorious 
above him. The Pale Warrior 
reached up and grabbed Shawn's 
crotch and then zapped him with 
a big foot to the face. Undertaker 
flew at his foe, but Michaels 
sidestepped the maneuver and 
watched his opponent fall into the 
casket. Shawn ascended to the 
top rope and elbowsmashed 
Undertaker in the coffin. 

Both men were now in the 
box. They battered each other 
as the lid opened and closed, 
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kew 


until Undertaker debilitated the champion 
with a chokeslam. Draping Michaels over 
his shoulder, Undertaker stood on the apron 
and Tombstoned the titlist into the coffin. The 
match would have ended there, had the 
New Age Outlaws and Los Boricuas not 
stormed the ring in Michaels’ defense. 
Suddenly the lights dimmed, and the 
Undertaker's brother Kane marched down 
the aisle. He blasted the Reaper's attackers 


„ and then to everyone's shock, assaulted the 


challenger and rolled him into the casket. 
Michaels slammed the cover shut, signifying 
the end of the match. Kane and manager 
Paul Bearer then locked the coffin. 

Swinging an ax, Kane chopped away 
at the RANA his brother trapped 
inside—and poured gasoline into the holes. 
Bearer struck a match and the duo ignited 
the box, leaving Royal Rumble watchers 
horrified. After the blaze was extinguished 
and the casket opened, the Undertaker 
had vanished! WF 
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FREE 30 Minutes of ACTION! Watch FREE FOR ALL 
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In Memoriam 
Bobo Brazil 


1925- 


he entire World Wrestling Federation 
| mourns the recent death of a Hall of Fame 
legend—Bobo Brazil. 

Brazil began his professional wrestling career 
in 1950 and was arguably the first great African- 
American grappler to step foot in the squared 
circle. In the 1960s and 70s, he 
attained superstar status in the 
Federation and was recog- 
nized nationally as the 
United States Heavyweight 
Champion. Bobo was best 
known for the "Coco Butt’— 
his wildly popular finishing 
move which often knocked 
opponents senseless. Perhaps 
his greatest feuds were against 
the Original Sheik and Ernie “Big 


1998 


Cat” Ladd. Brazil’s legendary wrestling career 
would span more than four decades and 
in 1994, Ladd proudly inducted his former foe 
into the Federation Hall of Fame. 

Outside the ring, Brazil was a true class act and 
selflessly devoted much of his time to charity. 
Following his retirement from wrestling, he would 
help raise money for worthy causes by promoting live 
events in the Michigan area. His son, Bobo Brazil Jr., 

followed in his father's footsteps 
as a professional wrestler. 
Bobo Brazil passed 
away on January 20, 
1998, at Lakeland 
Medical Center 
in St. Joseph, 
Michigan. He was 
72 years old. 











n December 29, 1997, history was made when 
Ow Wrestling Federation Hall of Famer 
O: “The Animal” Steele emerged from 

retirement and competed in a tag team match on Raw 

Is War. As is his forte, George was up to his old 

tricks—biting turnbuckles and generally creating 

mayhem—all at the expense 

of opponents Jerry 

"The King” Lawler and 

"Too Sexy” Brian 

Christopher. 

For this writer, 

it was nostalgia. 

| went through 

adolescence 


watching / 
SO и 
Steele оп 

television pz I 
during his QA. 

World Wide т > 


Wrestling 
Federation 
heyday. | was 
fascinated 
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By Low Gianfriddo 


as he trampled over such legends as Bruno Sammartino 
and Bob Backlund. As | grew older, | watched Steele 
battle such stars as Kamala. 

His wrestling technique, or lack thereof, mesmerized 
me on every occasion. After all, here was a man of 
limited wrestling ability overwhelming some of the 

top performers in the business, and doing it with 
ШЫ regularity. 

lid the same on RAW IS WAR. "The 

Ar didn't lose a step since he decided 

to retire from active duty in 1988. In fact, 

he looked better than ever. It has 

always been my fantasy to 

interview George. Sure, he has 

been interviewed before in this 
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O Touchstone 





In the 1994 film Ed Wood, George Steele portrayed Tor Johnson, 
an actor known for his roles as a zombie in various sci- 


The following is a different “Animal”, a man who is 
as articulate as he is wild. He spoke of his return in a 
way that he has never done in the past and gave 
incredible insight into the current state of the wrestling 
business—where attitude and huge guaranteed money 
are synonymous. 


Q: George, it was great to see you in the ring again. 
How did it feel 2 


George: lt was fun and exciting. I've always wanted 
to get my hands on Jerry Lawler. More important, it was 
even better to sink my teeth in the turnbuckles again... 
only now the damn things seem a little stronger than 
when | was competing regularly. The loyal fans of the 
Federation also seemed to enjoy it. It seems as if they 
never forgot my antics from years gone by. 


Q: Speaking about “years gone by,” tell our readers 
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about Eddie Farhat, the original Sheik. You had some | 
memorable ring wars with him, especially in the old 
Detroit wrestling territory. 


George: We had some classic matches. There were | 
even a few times when we shot it out. | have a lot of re- 
spect for the man. I'd stand toe-to-toe with him, beating 
the be-Jesus out of him. And | always knew some way, 
somehow he'd give me a receipt. And brother, it would 
knock the @#$% out of me. Or just plain knock me oul. 


Q: Do you think today’s superstars, such as Kane or 
Stone Cold Steve Austin, could do the same? 


George: Kane, Stone Cold Steve Austin, Taker—they 
could go toe-to-toe with the Sheik, me or anybody else 
from my era... and it would be like a kal meet for 
them. There's no comparison, They're bigger, stronger 
and seemingly impervious to brutal Bn enl They 
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beat many men such as 
Bruno, Pedro Morales, 
Backlund, Hogan and 
many, many more. 


Q: You mentioned ath- 
letes such as Morales 
and Backlund. They were 
Federation Champions. 


Was championship gold * 


ever a desire? 


George: It was. In spite 
of all my victories, | was 
never able to win the 
Federation belt. Is it still 
a goal for me as an ath- 
lete and as a member of 
the wrestling fraternity? 
Yes, without question 
However, in due respect 
to the level of condition- 
ing of the athletes today, 
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Ў n just maybe it has 

" Ye с “ z 

assed me by. d ll live vicari 

hrough the men who are gunning for it now— 
because | know deep down that somewhere 
along their paths to current greatness, George 
"The Animal" Steele was a part of their lives as 
it relates to this great business. WF 





UP YOUR ATTITUDE!!! 


Back to Bach 
on Monday Nights! 


А. 





JUSA, 


WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION? o 











has it that FAAROOQ 

] may be recruiting 
some "OGs" to back 

him up in his on-going battle against 
"THE ROCK" and the NATION OF 
DOMINATION Who leads 
FAAROOQ’s wish list—why, it’s a 
“NATURAL”, of course!!!... Will 
the IRON MIKE TYSON story be 
over with WRESTLEMANIA XIV? 
This INFORMER doesn't think sol 
Word is that the World Wrestling 
Federation may be looking to book 
“nothing smaller than a dome” in 
which to house the 1998 SURVIVOR 
SERIES! What one match could 


) Ê \ Jî ord in the locker room 


possibly warrant such a site? You tell | 


me and we'll both knowlll... Many 


insiders say that JAMES E. CORNETTE | 


may have been days away from 
losing his job with Titan Sports prior 
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to bringing the NWA to the table 
My informers have informed me, the 


INFORMER, that the NWA was the | 


make-it-or-break-it point for the 
Louisville Lip. Thus far he is making it 
BIG ТІМЕ!!!... Based on his strength 
of "discipline", many say that the 
JACKYL has his sights set on STEVE 
BLACKMAN as the next member to 
join his frightening “flock”. "BLACK- 
MAN has all the tools,” the JACKYL 
was overheard saying. It's his direc- 
tion that needs some compassingl... 
Are the UNDERTAKER & KANE the 
only family in turmoil? | say NO 
WAY—and wait until the next 
baby breaks!!! COMMISSIONER 
SLAUGHTER bears a scary resem- 
blance to a current World Wrestling 
Federation superstar. Is there a 
bloodline connection? Are there 
some “Butterfly Kisses” to be 


M 


N 
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exchanged? Stay tuned!!!... Another 
brother spurned may be looking to 
make his way back to the 
Federation. For what purpose you 
ask? How about the fact that he 
shares a great deal with yet another 
sibling—OWEN HART?!... DX is 
planning to make a home movie—of 
the R-RATED variety, | might add. 
“There's so much that happens in 
our daily lives that isn't suitable for 
RAW,” said TRIPLE H HUNTER 
HEARST-HELMSLEY. "And, let's face 
it, SHAWN, CHYNA and myself are 
“artists —we need another more 
mature forum in which to show our 
total works!”... A former Federation 
superstar is looking to make a return 
to the “big time” in order to give 
STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN a run 
for his money!!!... Until next time... 
this has been... the Informer... WF 
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PRIVATE 


ecently, the World Wrestling 
Federation held a “wrestling camp” 
for young up-and-comers looking to 
make their way in the “big time”. 
Not only were established super- 
stars such as Ahmed Johnson, Kurrgan, Steve 
Blackman and Mark Henry on hand for this 
week-long event, but all the athletes were 
trained by the legendary Dory Funk Jr., Hall 
of Famer Pat Patterson and former 
Federation Tag Team Champion Tom Prichard. 
For the other younger athletes—who are 
looking to mls it in the "big time"—this 
was their chance to get a taste of what it 
would be like to make it in the Federation. 
A highlight for the athletes during the 
week was watching a match between Dory 





Funk Jr. and Tom Prichard, which Patterson 
officiated. Following the contest, the scrapes 
and bumps on Dr. Tom's arms were a testa- 
ment to the former National Wrestling 
Alliance (NWA) champion's toughness! 

During the camp, the athletes were on a 
strict schedule. Each man arrived at Titan 
Towers at 8 a.m. for a group breakfast and 
then headed down to the training facility for a 
few hours of weightlifting and cardioexercise. 
From there, it was to the television studios for 
a day of bumps and bruises and proper 
wrestling techniques. Also, the grapplers took 
part in matches, often with rookies mixing it 
up with the established superstars. 

Here are some specifics on several of the 
athletes who took part in the camp: 





Camp participants (left to right) Adam Copeland, Rodney Blackbeard, Tiger Ali Singh and Sean Morley. 
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While Tom Prichard 
(right) looks on, the 
massive Kurrgan 
(left) has Darren 
Drozdov (center) 
locked in an 
abdominal stretch. 


(Below) According 
to all three trainers, 


Adam Copeland 

Possibly the most impressive wrestler to take part in the 
camp. Patterson, Funk and Prichard all commented that 
this six-foot, one-inch, 240-pound newcomer could cer- 
tainly become an instant superstar in the Federation in 
a few months’ time. Copeland hails from Canada and 
many Titan employees who were on hand to watch 
this young star had nothing but enthusiasm for what his 
future holds! 
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Adam Copeland 
and Sean Morley 
could be bona fide 
future Federation 
superstars. 


Sean Morley 

Sixfoot one-inch, 235-pound Sean Morley is another 
grappler who received rave reviews during the train- 
ing camp. While growing up in Canada he excelled in 
the sport of Motorcross action. The Missing Link got 
Morley involved in the sport, and he has since compet- 
ed in Japan, Europe and Puerto Rico. At the camp he 
stunned observers by executing his trademark top rope 
splash finisher on Ahmed Johnson. 





Jim Ross (right) offered valuable advice to the trainees like Rodney Blackbeard. 


Rodney Blackbeard 

Blackbeard was raised in London, 
England, where he enjoyed such 
sports as judo, soccer and cricket. 
This six-foot five-inch, 260-pound 
athlete fell in love with Canada after 


Dory Funk, Jr. took on Tom Prichard in an exhibition match for the students. 


mos 


a trip there and began teaching 
judo in the Great White North. He 
became familiar with the Federation 
and Stu Hart’s Stampede Promotion 
and subsequently trained in the Hart 
family “Dungeon”. 


Mike Hollow 

An independent grappler 
for the past few years, 
this six-foot three-inch, 
260-pound athlete was a 
last-minute invite from 
Killer Kowalski’s school 
in Boston, Massachusetts, 
where Hollow surprised 
his teachers with his 
power and quickness. 
Patterson was quoted as 
saying, “This guy does 
everything we tell him 
better than most of the 
guys here.” 


Tiger Ali Singh 

Finally, Tiger Ali Singh, 
a native of Toronto, 
Ontario, took part in the 
wrestling camp to gain 
some knowledge of the 
American wrestling style. 
For years this promising 
athlete has competed in 
Canada and the Far East 
where the Singh family descends 
from Asian royalty! Although Tiger 
is used to regal training facilities 
in Canada, the young high-flyer ex- 
celled despite the rough conditions 
of the camp. With the help of his 
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teachers, the six-foot two-inch, 270- 
pound athlete was able to expand 
his already impressive aerial attack 
to better deal with fast-paced oppo- 
nents he will face in the Federation! 


Darren Drozdov 

Darren, a former defensive lineman 
for the Denver Broncos, has been 
training with Prichard for almost a 
year now. Although he has yet to 
compete in a Federation live event, 
Drozdov has wrestled against the 
likes of Rocky Maivia and Mark 
Henry in the past. Not only does 
this six-foot four-inch, 270-pound 
athlete have amazing quickness for 
his size, but Drozdov's outlandish 
Mohawk haircut and tattoos are 
sure to garner attention as well! 


Ahmed Johnson 
Ahmed headed the list of estab- 
lished superstars who took part 
in the camp to sharpen their skills. 
Since a recent car accident sent 
him to the sidelines, this former 
Intercontinental Champion has 
bounced back with a new 
attitude and he is more 
determined than ever to 
get his title back. One 
example of his 
rededication was 
the recent loss 
of 20 pounds 
bringing 
him down to ! 
280 pounds with a six-foot two-inch 
frame. Ahmed claims that during 
his recuperation, he became 
disgusted with his in-ring shape. 
It appears the Man from Pearl River, 
Mississippi, has certainly done 
something about it—and impressed 
Funk, Patterson and Prichard all 
week long! 


ы 


Kurrgan 

Jackyl sent this seven-foot 
two-inch, 350-pound monster 
of the Truth Commission to 
the wrestling camp to add 
more weapons to his already 
awesome arsenal. Funk and 
Patterson are taking extra 
time to increase the ring 
mobility of this giant! During 
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the week, Kurrgan challenged every 
one of the athletes to try knocking 
him down in a lock-up test of 
strength. All faced defeat after he 
clamped down on them with the 
Paralyzer! 


Mark Henry 

According to Patterson, Mark Henry 
is his choice for the superstar who 
most impressed him at the camp 
Now trimmed down with increased 
ting mobility, this six-foot one-inch, 
400-pound Texan has been a true 
surprise during the week. Prichard 
commented that this former Olympic 
star has done a complete 180-degree 
turn since his first appearance in the 
Federation. Henry is beginning 
to blossom as a superstar for the 
“big time” 


Shawn Stasiak 
Son of former World 
Wrestling Federation 
- Champion Stan “The 
Man” Stasiak, 
six-foot 
four-inch, 


245-pound Shawn is fresh out 
of Boise State University—where 
he was a collegiate wrestling 
champion—and is looking to re- 
establish the Stasiak family name 
in the Federation. Shawn is a new- 
comer to the squared circle, and 
with his first taste of professional 
wrestling came rookie mistakes. 
Prichard was VERY impressed with 
his determination to get right back 
up and keep going! 


Steve Blackman 

Already a gifted athlete, this six-foot 
one-inch, 245-pound Annville, 
Pennsylvania native took part in 
the wrestling camp to get a feel for 
mat techniques from Funk. While 
this “Lethal Weapon” continues to 
make a name for himself in the 
Federation, he has now learned to 
back his potent martial arts strikes 
with pure wrestling technique. 
According to Patterson, he is 
impressed with Blackman’s no- 
nonsense personality—a trait he 
feels fans will grow to respect once 
he gets more ring time. М7 


Both Shawn Stasiak (left) and 
Steve Blackman (right) took part 
in the camp to learn pure 
wrestling technique. 
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EMMDOWN 


Dear Rocky Maivia, Oh, yes! My little darling angel Luna and I 
What makes you think are quite the movie buffs these days! In fact, 
you can do and say we have one that we just absolutely adore, 
whatever you want? starring a well-known beach bunny and her 
Just because Vince skinny little drummer husband. It just goes to 
McMahon ordered show that blonds DO have more fun. As soon 
Stone Cold to give as Luna and I started recommending it to all 
you the Intercon- our friends, it became quite the hit on the 
tinental Title doesn't Internet! 
make you all that! 


Barbara 

Andriole Dear Shawn Michaels, 

Scranton, Who sings the theme song for D-Generation X? 
Pennsylvania Brad Lowhass 


Hershey, Pennsylvania 

Honey, “The 
Rock” has those Just because DX 
freedoms not has friends in 
simply due to high places in 

the fact that he's the best damn the music indus- 
superstar in the World Wrestling Federation or try doesn't mean 
because of Vince McMahon, but thanks to the we have to tell 
First Amendment. Speaking of rights, "The you anything, 
Rock” knows a lot of people are wondering chump change! 
lately how he feels about the issue of Internet Actually Triple 
censorship. Well, “The Rock's” feelings are that H, Chyna and I 
as long as his pockets are lined with gold, you kind of enjoy it 
computer geeks can say whatever you want. when you idiots 
But “The Rock” doesn't have the patience to walk up and 
get that deep into discussion, so he'll answer ask us who the 
your question at length some other time! band is. It’s just 
the kind of tiny 
little “nugget” 
you people will 
have to investi- 
gate on your 
own! 






Dear Paul Bearer, 
Everyone knows you're lying about what really hap- 
pened with Kane! Why don't you tell the truth? 

Brian Williamson 

Santa Monica, California 


1 AM TELLING THE TRUTH, YOU MAGGOT! Why 
does everyone believe YOUR Undertaker all 
the time? HE'S THE MURDERER! I'M THE ONE 
WHO SAVED KANE! I’ve been open and 

д honest with everyone since this whole damn 
Dear Artist Formerly Known as Goldust, thing started! And remember—your phenom 





Do you still watch movies? And if so, which ones? could have avoided his destruction in the first 
Robin Van Ziegler place if he had taken me back! But, OHHH 
Charleston, South Carolina YESSS... Kane will finish it! 


БА April 198 World Wrestling Federation Magazine 


